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CIMF NEWS
Harold Bond Keevil died peacefully in his home in Bracebridge, 
Ontario, on July 9, 2025. Born on August 19, 1945, in Toronto, 
Ontario, to Norman Bell Keevil and Verna Ruth Bond, Harold was 
a sweet and warm-hearted man with a quirky sense of humour, 
who often joked about opening a store called "Harold's Fine Art 
and Live Bait." His paintings will always inspire a delighted giggle. 
He loved nature, fishing, photography, canoeing, camping, hiking, 
and playing Roger Miller on his guitar. A prospector by nature, 
he was a valued director of Teck Corporation from 1992 to 2003, 
during which time it built the important Quebrada copper mine 
in Chile, Antamina, in Peru, and the Elkview coal mine in British 
Columbia. To honour this legacy, the Keevil Family has recently 
established The Brian and Harold Keevil Endowment, a CIM 
Foundation grants program to fund indigenous high school and 
post-secondary students wishing to pursue a career in the mining, 
mineral extraction and processing industries. Above anything, 
Harold was devoted to his family. He is loved and sorely missed by 

his partner, Gail; his children, Bond, Sarah (Greg), Adam, and Melissa (Brian); his grandchildren, 
Tegan and Rowan; as well as Gail's children, Heather (Scott) and Jennifer (Justin); and her 
granddaughters, Brenna and Leah. A member of a large family of ten siblings, Harold is survived 
by Norman (Joan), June (predeceased by Larry), Susan (Brian), Jay (predeceased by Norma), Brad, 
and Stephanie (John); and predeceased by Brian (survived by Rosemary), Leslea, and David. He 
will also be remembered fondly by many nieces and nephews, as well as the friends he made 
throughout his life. Harold's family will reunite him with his beloved Temagami on what would 
have been his 80th birthday. Donations in his memory can be made to the Canadian Cancer 
Society or the Temagami Community Foundation. Cremation arrangements entrusted to Cottage 
Country Cremation Inc., 55 Ann Street, Bracebridge, ON.
To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy Store.
Originally published in The Globe and Mail from Aug. 2 to Aug. 6, 2025.

This year’s CIM Montréal Golf Tournament carried a very special significance, as it was announced that the 
event will be renamed in honour of René Dufour—a leader, mentor, and builder whose contributions have 
shaped our industry for decades.
René graduated in Mining Engineering from École Polytechnique de Montréal in 1954 and began his career 
in exploration camps across Quebec. His spirit of curiosity and resilience guided him through leadership roles 
at Quebec Cartier Mining (now ArcelorMittal Mining Canada), where he rose to Chief Engineer and General 
Manager. His leadership was always rooted in teamwork, respect, and people.
In 1965, René returned to Polytechnique as a professor of 
mineral engineering and later Head of the Department, where he 
mentored generations of students. True to his philosophy that 
“no student should graduate without applying their knowledge,” 
he personally found internships and summer jobs for dozens of 
young engineers—launching countless careers.
René also helped build lasting institutions, including the 
Polytechnique–McGill cooperative program, the Canadian Centre 
for Mining Automation and Robotics, and two NSERC industrial 
chairs. His expertise was sought globally by organizations such as 
the United Nations, the World Bank, and CIDA, while at home 
he served as a director at Noranda Inc. for more than a decade.

Within CIM, René’s presence was everywhere—President in 1988–89, chair of the Centennial celebrations in 
1998, and co-founder of the CIM Foundation, which continues to support mining students across Canada 
today. His tireless dedication earned him many of our profession’s highest honours, including the CIM 
Distinguished Service Medal, CIM Fellowship, and the Medal for Meritorious Contributions to Mining.
Beyond his professional life, René was equally devoted to his community and family. In Gagnon Ville, he 
served on city council, led the Club Richelieu, and championed community projects. Alongside his wife 
Cécile, he embodied the values of generosity, integrity, and hard work. Even in later years, he looked to the 
future, co-founding Niocan (now Nio Strategic Metals) in 1995.
René Dufour’s legacy is one of passion, leadership, and generosity. His impact is felt not only in the institutions 
he helped build, but in the people he mentored and inspired. As the CIM Montréal Golf Tournament takes 
on his name, we celebrate not only his remarkable career but also his enduring influence on our industry and 
community.
Merci, René.

HAROLD KEEVIL OBITUARY

Harold Keevil, 
August 19, 1945 - July 9, 2025

René Dufour, ing., FCIM, 
Trustee Emeritus, CIM Foundation 

Terence Bowles, FCIM, 
CIMF Chair of Finance spoke of René Dufour’s 
impressive career, contributions and impact.

HONOURING RENÉ DUFOUR AT THE CIM MONTRÉAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

It’s been a busy Spring and Summer for CIMF President 
Tom Broddy, FCIM. In addition to participating at CIM 
CONNECT in Montreal, Tom also attended the CIM 
Vancouver Branch’s Annual Lawn Bowling Tournament. 
Most recently Tom was a Session Chair at the MEMO 
Conference in Calgary and is seen here at the CIMF Silent 
Auction with fellow Trustee Member, Zoltan Lukacs, 
FCIM, and Jenike and Johanson’s Regional Manager, 
Dr. Ruixue Wang. Keep an eye out for Tom at AME BC’s 
RoundUp in January of 2026!

BUSY SPRING AND SUMMER FOR  
CIMF PRESIDENT TOM BRODDY



Given the important work accomplished by CIM Societies, the Foundation is extending its support to these important student groups. Society Student 
Chapters can now also qualify for up to $2,000 in funds provided annually for their educational programs on campus. The program will provide funds 
to Chapters that host at least three events per year for groups of fellow students. The support does not cover food or beverage expenses. For additional 
information about, and support for, Student Chapters contact nyoung@cimfoundation.ca.

Dr. David S. Robertson (1924–2016) was a giant of Canadian geology and a respected leader in the mining world. Born in 
Winnipeg, he earned his PhD in geology from Columbia University before embarking on a remarkable career that spanned 
academia, exploration, consulting, and industry leadership.

From his early work with Inco in Sudbury and international mapping projects in Africa, to his pivotal role in discovering uranium 
deposits in Elliot Lake, David’s contributions shaped Canada’s mining landscape. As founder of David Robertson & Associates, 
his consulting firm gained global recognition for expertise in uranium and potash.

Beyond his professional achievements, 
David was a dedicated leader within 
the Canadian Institute of Mining, 
Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM), 
serving as President from 1993 to 1994 

and later being named a CIM Life Member. His impact was further 
recognized with his induction into the Canadian Mining Hall of Fame 
in 2014.

David’s legacy is one of vision, leadership, and discovery. He inspired 
colleagues and future generations alike, leaving an enduring mark on 
the mining industry and the CIM community.

The CIM Foundation and the Robertson Family are pleased to 
announce that there were two scholarship recipients in 2025:

Isidora Ferguson Retamal, Queen’s University

Garis Barot, Université Laval

CIM FOUNDATION IS EXTENDING ITS SUPPORT TO CIM STUDENT CHAPTERS

CIM AWARDS

DR. DAVID S. ROBERTSON SCHOLARSHIP FUND RECIPIENTS – SPRING 2025

Assistant Professor, Geological Sciences and 
Geological Engineering, Chris Omelon presents 
Isidora Ferguson Retamal with her Scholarship 
in front of Miller Hall at Queen’s University.

Professor Georges Beaudoin, Professor of 
Economic Geology at Université Laval and 
Agnico Eagle–Eldorado Research Chair in 
Mineral Exploration, presents Garis Barot 
with his Scholarship 

The Peter and Kitty Green 
Scholarship is offered in 
perpetuity and will provide 
an annual $2000 scholarship 
to Canadian students 
studying a mining related 
program at a Canadian 
university.

The Harold A. Steane Award for Mineral 
Processing Students is an annual 
$5000 scholarship to support the 
next generation of mineral processing 
students. The scholarship is open 
to students from McGill University, 
Queen’s University, and the University 
of British Columbia that are in the last 
two years of their mineral processing 
undergraduate program.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2025/2026!
The CIM Foundation is pleased to announce the launch of 2 new scholarships/grants: The Peter and Kitty Green Scholarship and The Harold A. Steane Award for 
Mineral Processing Students. The H.A. Steane Award for Mineral Processing will be offered in the Fall of 2025, and the Peter and Kitty Green Scholarship will be 
offered in the Spring of 2026. For more information, visit cimfoundation.ca.

The CIM Awards celebrate and recognize excellence in the mining and mineral industry by honouring the people, projects, 
companies, groups and CIM communities for their outstanding contributions in various fields. Their achievements and 
dedication are what make Canada’s global mineral industry a force to be reckoned with. Nominations are open until 
November 28th. For more information on how to nominate, please visit: www.cim.org/awards-nominations/



THE MINING INDUSTRY HUMAN RESOURCES COUNCIL HOLDS 
THE FIRST MINING INDIGENOUS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT ROUNDTABLE
Organized and hosted by the Mining Industry Human Resources Council, (MIHR) in Ottawa on September 16th, the Mining Indigenous Workforce Development 
Roundtable brought together key stakeholders from government, Indigenous Skills and Employment Training Programs, the mining industry, and Indigenous groups 
for engaging speaker sessions, interactive discussions, and networking opportunities. Many topics were discussed and showcased, including market labour trends, 
inclusive talent development programs, collaborative Indigenous workforce initiatives, and how to inspire Indigenous individuals to pursue careers in mining. Neal 
Young, Manager for the CIMF, was honoured to have been invited to the workshop and the important discussions that were held.

METSOC STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS AT COM
During the annual Conference of Metallurgy and Materials (COM) in Montreal this year, scholarship recipients were presented with their awards. MetSoc of CIM 
proudly recognizes the outstanding achievements of its members in metallurgy and materials sciences. The 2025 Award Recipients exemplify excellence, leadership, 
and dedication—setting inspiring standards for students and future professionals. Congratulations to all honourees! For a full list of recipients, please visit: https://
metsoc.org/awards-recipients/

Panel discussion: Anne Johnson, Assistant Professor in the Mining Department and Director of the 
Graduate Diploma program in Social Performance Management, Queen’s University; John DeGiacomo, 
Executive Director,  Anishinabek Employment and Training Services (AETS); Glenn Nolan, Former Chief 
and Former Vice President, Wyloo; Kyle Loney Chief Executive Officer Taighwenini Technical Services 
Corporation - Wahnapitae First Nation

McGill Associate Professor and 
Chair of Student Activities at 
MetSoc, Sidney Omelon (second 
from left) presented awards to 
Scholarship recipients Alireza 
Gholami, Queen’s University (left) 
–  recipient of the MetSoc Doctoral 
Scholarship; Diego Barnett, 
University of Toronto (second from 
right) – recipient of the MetSoc 
Undergraduate Scholarship; and 
Javad Vahabzadeh Pasikhani, 
Polytechnique Montréal (right) 
– recipient of the Sustainability 
Scholarship.

McGill Associate 
Professor and Chair 
of Student Activities 
at MetSoc, 
Sidney Omelon 
(left) presents 
Marion Olivier, 
Queen’s University 
(right) with the 
MetSoc Master’s 
Scholarship.

The Honorable Patty Hajdu,  
MP  Thunder Bay-Superior North;   
Minister of Jobs and Families, Minister of FedNor, 
speaking at the Mining Indigenous Workforce 
Development Roundtable.

CIM DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS
CIM National has announced the list of 2025/2026 Distinguished Lecturers. CIM's Distinguished Lecturers have been selected for their accomplishments in scientific, 
technical, management or educational activities. They are available to present at CIM branch, technical society, student chapter and university events. The CIM 
Foundation has been supporting the Distinguished Lecturer Program since its inception in 1972. For more information on the program and a list of upcoming 
lectures; or to book a speaker at one of your upcoming events, please visit: www.cim.org/professional-development/distinguished-lecturer-program/

Nadia Mykytczuk, PhD
CEO and President MIRARCO,  
and Executive Director of the 
Goodman School of Mines,  
Laurentian University

Lesley Warren, PhD
Director & Chief Principal Investigator 
at Mining Futures 
Professor, Civil and Mineral 
Engineering University of Toronto

Joël Kapusta, PhD, FCIM
Subject Matter Expert, Sonic Injection 
and Pyrometallurgy BBA Consultants

Terence P. ("Terry") McNulty, DSc
President 
T. P. McNulty and Associates, Inc.



CIM FOUNDATION 2024
COMMITTEE AND MEMBERS 

(until AGM, May 2025) 

Do you want a 
Scholarship or Grant?

Spring 2025 Scholarship Winners
The Dr. David S. Robertson Scholarship 
. GARIS BAROT, Université Laval
. ISIDORA RETAMAL, Queen’s University

Reno Pressacco Scholarship (Geology) 
. IAN RUDD, University of Ottawa

Caterpillar and its Canadian Dealers Scholarship (Mining Engineering) 
. PIERRE-ALEXANDRE ROY, Université Laval

Jim Popowich Endowment (Geology)
. GRACE WRIGHT, University of Victoria

Scotiabank Scholarship (Open to all facets directly related to mining)
. LAURENCE CARDINAL, Université Laval

Alex and Gillian Davidson Endowment Multi-Year Grants  
(Indigenous students, any facets of mining)
. BODEN DUKART, Estevan, SASK (University of Saskatchewan) 3rd and final grant
. JADE MALEC, Mingan, QC (Laval University) 2nd grant
. KRISTIN MaCALLUM, Cambridge Bay, NUN (Lethbridge College) 2nd and final grant
. ADELINE BASILE, Mingan, QC (University of Ottawa), 1st grant

Alex and Gillian Davidson Endowment Taking Flight  
(Indigenous students, any facets of mining)
. TRISTAN ASP, Victoria, BC (Champions of Change program) 2nd and final grant
. BRANDON SMITH, Edmonton, AB (Champions of Change program) 2nd and final grant

Winter 2025
The recipients of the Fall 2025 scholarships and grants – The Stantec Mining Engineering 
Scholarship, the H.A. Steane Award for Mineral Processing, the Brian and Harold Keevil 
Endowment Taking Flight Grants, the Jim Popowich Endowment for Health and Safety, 
as well as the Jim Popowich Endowment Advanced Technology Grant for Mining 
Professionals, will be posted on the CIMF website (www.cimfoundation.ca) later this 
year and published in the Spring CIMF newsletter.
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The CIM Foundation (CIMF)
The CIM Foundation was established in 1972 as a charitable organization to create and 
support a strong program of educational and charitable activities directed towards 
improving the contribution of the Canadian minerals industry for the progress and 
well-being of Canada. Although a separate legal entity from the Canadian Institute 
of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM), CIMF was established and continues to 
be directed by Trustees from the CIM and funded by its members.

2025/26 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tom Broddy, FCIM (President)
Nathan Stubina, Ph.D., FCIM (Vice-President)
Terence Bowles, FCIM (Chair of Finance)
John Hoffert, FCIM (Treasurer)

Megan Gent	 Zoltan Lukacs, FCIM
Tracy Holmes 	 Cole McIvor
Joel Kapusta, Ph.D., FCIM 

With support from non-Trustee Committee Members: CIM website, 
James Henderson, Carmen Jensen, Robert Schafer, FCIM, Helen 
Segarty, Matt Solski, Keith Vaananen.

The mining 
industry 
wants
YOU!

CIMF NEWS
This publication is intended to keep you informed about the 
CIM Foundation, including activities and events organized 
and/or supported by the CIMF. The special contributors 
to this issue are Deborah Smith-Sauvé, Tom Broddy, FCIM, 
Terence Bowles, FCIM, Steven Bowles, Brigitte Farah, and 
Michele Beacom.


